Why was Simon Sudbury’s Head on a Spike?
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1. A Parliament in 1376 had tried to stop the king and his advisors from raising too much money in taxation. This was known as the ‘Good Parliament’

2. In 1350 about half the population of England had died from the Black Death 
3. When many refused to pay the new, increased poll tax in 1381 the king’s advisors sent officials into the country to force people to pay the tax; some were lucky to flee before they were murdered!
4. John of Gaunt undid most of the changes that the Good Parliament had made and asked the people, ‘Have they forgotten how powerful I am?’


5. A poll tax was a tax of 1 shilling paid by every person over the age of 14 in the kingdom, regardless of wealth

6. Wat Tyler led a mass of people, several thousand strong, to  Canterbury where, on June 10th 1381, he cried out that the Archbishop would be ‘beheaded for his iniquity’ (i.e. his unfairness to the people)


7. Richard II and his government had placed a poll tax on all of his people 3 more times since 1377


8. Before the poll tax, taxes had been raised per house rather than per person


9. Richard II was only 14 in 1381; his father, Edward (The Black Prince) had been popular and was an adult but died before his father, Edward III.


10. John of Gaunt had, in 1377, raised the first ‘Poll Tax’ to continue the war against France


11. In 1351 Edward III had passed a law called the Statute of Labourers, which limited the pay of peasants and craftsmen and prevented them from working for whoever would pay them the highest wage.
12. Peasants’ and other labourers’ wages enjoyed an increase because of the Black Death: there were fewer people to work for the lords of the manor



13. Simon Sudbury was the Archbishop of Canterbury and Lord Chancellor 


14. In the early 1380s some people were influenced by new thinking and ideas, especially those of John Ball, who preached that all people had been created equal


15. The rebels moved from Essex and Kent into London, where they headed for the buildings where they thought they might either find the king or his advisors



16. Edward III had taken England to war against France in the 1330s. After some famous early victories, the war went badly later in his reign


17. Many peasants and rebels blamed the King’s poor decisions on his adult advisors – his uncle, John of Gaunt, his royal treasurer, Sir Robert Hales, and Simon Sudbury


18. Sudbury and Hales were found in the Tower of London and were dragged out and beheaded, their heads put on spikes

19. The Black Death had returned to England in 1361, 1368, 1374 and 1379

Using the above statements, why do you think Simon Sudbury’s head was on a spike?
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