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Teacher Activity Plan

Stage 1: Students’ initial research

Give students (or pairs of students) a person or place extract and a research chart for either people or places. The information the students gather is based on the questions asked by the Domesday commissioners in 1086. Give them some time to complete their chart. A ‘teacher crib sheet’ of the information that students will research is to be found below. 

Note 1: If you have very able students and access to IT, you could ask your students to research the places and people online for themselves, possibly in advance of the lesson.  To research students use http://opendomesday.org/ for the places and http://domesday.pase.ac.uk for the people.  The database for the people is more challenging than the database for the places and you may want to bear this in mind when allocating places/people to students.

Note 2: You could research an extract from Domesday for your local area and model how to complete the research chart using this local town or village and landowner.  

Stage 2: Collating the information

Note: If you have set the research task as a preparation homework, then this is where the lesson activity will start.  

Either put up the A3 sheets for collating the findings around the classroom and ask students to work their way around, adding information onto each sheet as instructed on the top of each. Alternatively write out the headings onto large pieces of sugar paper to put on desks and provide marker pens.  

Here is a summary of the collating the findings sheets: 

· A3 map of England: the task is to write the name of the place researched on the map.  For the people the name should be written wherever they held a lot of land.  Note: a PPT of this sheet is provided for display to all for reference during the final discussion. 

· A3 sheet ‘Had the land changed hands?’ Yes/No (if no who still owned the same land?)

· A3 sheet ‘How many people owned the land? 1086/1088

· A3 sheet ‘Had the land value…?’ gone up a lot, gone up a bit, stayed the same, dropped a bit, dropped a lot (names of places need to be used here)

· A3 sheet ‘Has the Domesday survey revealed information useful for knowing who owned the land, what it was like and how much tax it could pay?’ Yes/No (all should decide ‘yes’!)

Stage 3: thinking about the enquiry question ‘What can Domesday Book reveal about the impact of the Norman Conquest?’

Once all the information is gathered, make sure every student views the collating resources so that they can see the patterns.  You will probably find it helpful to display the powerpoint slide pre-prepared copy of the map with places and people’s names on it.  Think-pair-share thoughts about the enquiry question: ‘What can Domesday Book reveal about the Norman Conquest?’.  In the class discussion you may want to refer back to the ‘teacher introduction’ which gives you a list of things that the students are likely to have discovered.  Here they are again:

· The value of land in most of the north went down, in some cases dramatically.  This reveals the impact of the Harrying of the North almost 20 years after it took place. 

· English landowners were replaced, or at least had Norman overlords by 1086

· The total number of landowners was drastically reduced. In 1066 there were 41k landowners.  In 1086 there were just 1200+ and only 150 of great note.

· The church still held land that it had in 1066.  

You should also be able to draw out in discussion:

· The nature of the information that the surveyors were acquiring.

· Suggestions as to how this would have been experienced.

· A realisation that there is a lot of organisation and administrative skill in evidence.

· What it reveals about the economic and political power that William is seeking.

· Suggestions as to the biggest change England had seen 1066-1086.

· Ideas about who had been impacted most by the Conquest. (landowners)  

Additional questions might include: Why do you think the people who made this activity selected these 15 places and 3 people from the over 13000 places and over 17000 people named in Domesday Book? (to help answer the enquiry!)  What are the interesting untold stories in these places and in these people’s lives? 

If you are doing this activity at the start of an enquiry on the Conquest, then angle discussions to arrive at a list of assertions that we can make from the evidence that Domesday provides. These can then be tested in forthcoming lessons.  

If you are doing this activity after students have learnt about the Norman Conquest, then focus discussion upon Domesday Book as a source of evidence for historians of the period.  Can they place all these findings in their historical context?

Follow up Activity Idea:

Get students to write up a textbook page to answer the enquiry that could be used by a Year 7 class. 
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