	Factory Worker
	Teacher
	Parent with three young children
	Young single person
	Retired person 65 years old

	Skilled tradesperson
	Scientist
	Newly married young person
	STASI OFFICER
	Person needing constant hospital care


Instructions for pupils

1. Take a ‘Type of Person’ card from your teacher then collect sets of the ‘Push Factor’, ‘Pull Factor’ and ‘Stay in the East’ cards. Ignore any that do not apply to your character.

2. Read your cards carefully and quietly take your decision. Are you going to stay in the East or risk an escape to the West? If you decide to escape, be careful about trusting anybody. THE EAST GERMAN SECURITY POLICE HAVE AGENTS AMONGST YOU. IF THEY FIND OUT WHAT YOU ARE PLANNING THEY WILL ARREST YOU AND YOU ARE THEN OUT OF THE GAME. If you can plan with somebody else without being caught the chances of getting across will be greatly improved. 

3. If you have a card marked STASI OFFICER you can arrest somebody immediately they tell you their plan but this will stop anybody else from talking to you. Or you can wait until you have identified a few possible escapers and then arrest them all at once. 

4. In the ten minutes talking time see what you can find out from others. 

a) if you want to escape try to find a partner This could greatly enhance the chances of at least one of you making it across the wall. 

b) If you decide to stay in the East you will gain extra rations (e.g. a chocolate bar from the STASI security police) if you can inform on someone who is planning to escape. Talk to people. Try to get them to trust you with their escape plans so you have information to give the STASI police.

5. When your teacher calls ‘Begin’ - escapes can be carried out and arrests can be made. 

If arrested you must go quietly to the corner of the room. 

If escaping - you must get past the guards to the other side of the classroom where the ‘goodies’ are waiting. 

Running is not allowed by guards or escapers. 

No more than two people can enter the death zone to make an escape at any one time.

‘Pull towards the West’ Factor Cards

	Wages are very high in the West
	Skilled workers are desperately needed in the West
	Material goods such as cars and watches are freely available in the West
	Western homes are large and well equipped
	People can vote in free elections in the West

	Young people can listen to any kind of pop music in the West
	TV is exciting in the West
	US goods are freely available in the West
	Fast food is freely available in the West
	A passport, 100 marks ‘welcome’ money and a home will be given to anybody arriving in the West


‘Push towards the West’ Factor Cards

	Shortages of luxury goods are common in the East
	The waiting list for a car is at least 15 years
	Eastern cars are very crude, slow, uncomfortable and smoky
	Western pop music is banned in the East
	People in the East are constantly being watched by the STASI

	Anybody upsetting the government in the East for even the slightest thing goes to prison
	No ‘fashion’ clothes are available in the East
	No free elections take place in the East
	People never feel ‘trusted’ in the East
	Wages are very low in the East


‘Stay in the East’ Factor Cards

	Guards on the border shoot to kill
	The health system in the East is free and very good indeed.
	Unemployment does not exist in the East
	Basic goods are always available in the East
	Crime hardly exists in the East

	Any escaper will never be allowed back to see family in the East
	Education in the East shows the West as frightening and evil.
	To escape alone is hard enough; the chances of bringing family over are almost zero
	Nobody is homeless in the East
	Escape is so difficult and dangerous that few will risk it.


‘Pull towards the West’ Factor Cards

	Wages are very high in the West
	Skilled workers are desperately needed in the West
	Material goods such as cars and watches are freely available in the West
	Western homes are large and well equipped
	People can vote in free elections in the West

	Young people can listen to any kind of pop music in the West
	TV is exciting in the West
	US goods are freely available in the West
	Fast food is freely available in the West
	A passport, 100 marks ‘welcome’ money and a home will be given to anybody arriving in the West


‘Push towards the West’ Factor Cards

	Shortages of luxury goods are common in the East
	The waiting list for a car is at least 15 years
	Eastern cars are very crude, slow, uncomfortable and smoky
	Western pop music is banned in the East
	People in the East are constantly being watched by the STASI

	Anybody upsetting the government in the East for even the slightest thing goes to prison
	No ‘fashion’ clothes are available in the East
	No free elections take place in the East
	People never feel ‘trusted’ in the East
	Wages are very low in the East


‘Stay in the East’ Factor Cards

	Guards on the border shoot to kill
	The health system in the East is free and very good indeed.
	Unemployment does not exist in the East
	Basic goods are always available in the East
	Crime hardly exists in the East

	Any escaper will never be allowed back to see family in the East
	Education in the East shows the West as frightening and evil.
	To escape alone is hard enough; the chances of bringing family over are almost zero
	Nobody is homeless in the East
	Escape is so difficult and dangerous that few will risk it.


