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Journey into the Middle Ages
CAST
Passengers on the Time Travel Express:
First Rich Passenger
Second Rich Passenger 
Third Rich Passenger
Intelligent Passenger 1
Intelligent Passenger 2
Intelligent Passenger 3
Kate, a history teacher
Ruth, a history teacher 
Matthew, a history teacher 

People in the Middle Ages
	Roger, a royal adviser		                                     Ralph, a royal adviser

	John, a chronicler	                                                  Gervase, a chronicler

	Hugh, a lord		                                     Geoffrey, a lord

	Edmund, a priest		                                     Walter, a priest

	Anne, a villager		                                     Agnes, a villager

	Edith, a villager			                                     Richard, a villager	

	Peter, a villager		                                     Clement, a villager

	Dermot from Ireland                                                          Lady Joan	

	Margaret from Scotland               

	Ness from Wales 



Act 1: The Time Travel Express
Professor Botchit: Welcome to the amazing, wonderful, stupendous Time Travel Express for our voyage into the Middle Ages. My name is Professor Botchit. I am a great inventor but I don’t know any history so I’m looking forward to this voyage as much as you. Any questions before take-off?
First rich passenger: Will we understand medieval people if we meet them?
Prof Botchit: You will but speak slowly and clearly. Medieval people were not as clever as you - and certainly not as clever as me - so don’t expect them to understand anything complicated.
Second rich passenger: Is it going to be dangerous? 
Third rich passenger: Should I have brought a suit of armour?
Prof Botchit: There may be arrows flying but I’ll hand out shields if needed. Life was far more violent the Middle Ages than today. People were always looking for an excuse to fight each other.
Ruth, a history teacher: That isn’t true. Professor Butler says that violence in the Middle Ages was … 
Prof Botchit: I must interrupt you. It’s time to take off on our momentous journey so fasten your time-belts … 5 – 4 – 3 – 2 – 1 – LIFT OFF! The Middle Ages – here we come!!


Act 2   The Eleventh Century: A Century of Invasions? 
Prof Botchit: We are now in the year 1095. The people you meet will tell you about the Norman Conquest. England was a poor, isolated country before William the Conqueror and his Normans came to our rescue.
Roger, a royal adviser: Welcome to the eleventh century. Would you like me to speak in Latin, French or English? I’m happy to use whichever language you prefer.
[bookmark: _GoBack]First rich passenger: English, please. Most of us only speak English.
Roger, a royal adviser: That’s strange. I thought you would be better educated in the future.
John, a chronicler:  Educated people in the eleventh century speak Latin, French or English, whichever is needed. 
Prof Botchit: Never mind that. We want to know about the Norman Conquest - the only thing worth knowing about the eleventh century.
Intelligent passenger 1: I want to find out more than that. The Norman Conquest didn’t start until 1066 so what happened in the first 65 years of the eleventh century? 
Kate, a history teacher: I teach my students about invasions by Vikings from Denmark and Norway before the Normans arrived. England was part of the Danish empire for a long time.
John, a chronicler: That’s true. At my monastery we are writing a history of England called the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. The Vikings settled in the north of England and Ireland. King Canute of Denmark became King of England, 50 years before the Normans arrived. 
Matthew, a history teacher: And another Viking army invaded England in 1066. King Harold of England had to fight them only days before he fought the Norman army.
Intelligent passenger 2: It sounds as if England was always being invaded back then. Why?
Prof. Botchit: They were rubbish at fighting, that’s why!
Ruth, a history teacher: You’re wrong again! England was invaded because it was wealthy. The farms grew lots of food. Trade was making the small towns prosperous. 
Matthew, a history teacher: Conquering England made the invaders rich and powerful and they’d be remembered as great warriors. 
Kate, a history teacher: William also believed he had a right to be king. He said that Edward the Confessor, the previous English king, had promised he’d be the next king. 
John, a chronicler: But our chronicle says that King Edward promised the crown to Earl Harold of Wessex. He had every right to be king according to our laws. 
Prof Botchit: But what about the exciting battle of Hastings? That was a walk-over, wasn’t it?
Hugh, a lord: It wasn’t exciting. It was frightening and it wasn’t an easy victory. I was in the Norman army and still have the scars 30 years later. The English fought bravely, though they had already fought a huge battle against the Vikings. William was a great leader. Without him we’d have lost.
John, a chronicler: And the Norman Conquest did not happen in just one day. It took years for the Normans to win control of England and part of Wales. 
Hugh, a lord: That was because you English kept rebelling.
Edmund, an English priest: That’s not surprising. King William gave my father’s land to a Norman. When we fought back you set fire to our homes, killed our farm animals and destroyed our crops.
Anne, a villager: We were forced to build a castle for you. We were terrified of your soldiers and their huge warhorses. 
Edith, a villager: And terrified because we didn’t understand what your soldiers were saying. We didn’t know if they were planning to kill us or talking about their families back home.
Hugh, a lord: But everywhere is more peaceful now. Some Normans have married English women and you’re using some French words when you speak. 
Peter, a villager: But most of us are still farming the land, day after day, just as we’ve always done, growing our food – and your food.
Edith, a villager: We have a new water-mill in our village. Now we don’t have to use a hand-mill to grind grain to make bread. 
Anne, a villager: That’ll save you a lot of drudgery. My hands ache from using the hand-mill.
Peter, a villager: It won’t help if the harvest is poor. We’ll go short of food but the lords won’t! 
Dermot from Ireland: I’m glad the Normans haven’t reached Ireland. Many Vikings settled around Dublin but we don’t need the Normans interfering. 
Margaret from Scotland: We have our own kings too. It will be hard for any Norman king to bring an army all the way to conquer us.
Ness from Wales: Lucky you! They’re already building their castles in south Wales. The rest of us are safe in the mountains in the north.
Edmund, an English priest: One good thing our Norman lords are doing is building cathedrals and monasteries. King William wanted priests to be better educated so we can help people worship God. 
Roger, a royal adviser: And now you can worship God by going on Crusade. The Pope has appealed for people to join a great army to win back Jerusalem for Christianity. 
Prof Botchit: We don’t have time to go on Crusade – it’s lunch-time. We must speed off to the 1190s – though nothing will have changed when we get there. 
Intelligent passenger 1: Quite a lot of things were changing. 
Intelligent passenger 2: It’s more complicated than I expected. I can’t work out whether the Norman Conquest was a good thing or not.
Matthew, a history teacher: The people seem clever. Organising armies and invasions must have taken a lot of planning. Think of all the equipment, food and ships you’d need.
Intelligent passenger 3: What I’m going to remember most is ….
Prof Botchit: Time-belts on, ladies and gentlemen. No more talking. Next stop – the twelfth century.
Act 3	The Twelfth Century: A Century of Ideas?
Prof Botchit: Welcome to 1199. Richard I, the Lionheart, is King of England but the most famous event of the century was the murder of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Bucket.
Kate and Matthew, history teachers: (shouting together) Becket, not Bucket.
Prof Botchit: Becket. OK. Becket. But be careful out there in the 12th century. Medieval people were very different from us. They thought the world was flat. How silly.
Ruth, a history teacher: No, they were like us in many ways. I’ve been reading a book by Professor Rubin and she says they had much the same kinds of emotions we do – love, affection, anger, hope.
Kate, a history teacher: Parents loved their children. There’s plenty of evidence of that.
First rich passenger: Do you still have French kings?
Ralph, a royal adviser: Oui, c’est vrai.
Intelligent passenger 1: He says it’s true, they do.
Gervase, a chronicler: Since Henry II became king in 1154 England has been part of an even bigger empire including Normandy and a large part of France. Henry had to do a lot of travelling. King Richard’s only spent six months in England out of the ten years he’s been king.
Ruth, a history teacher: Henry II came from Anjou so historians call his lands the Angevin empire.
Geoffrey, a lord: England is part of Europe. Songs, books, fashions in clothes and manners all spread here from France.
Margaret: And spread to Scotland, though we still have our own kings and we have stopped the English taking over. And we invade northern England when we get the chance.
Ness: We’ve been fighting back too though the English still control much of Wales.
Dermot: And they’ve invaded Ireland though just a small area. I hate the way the English see themselves as superior. Prince John treated us like savages when he came to Ireland. 
Geoffrey, a lord: That’s because you still have slaves. Slavery had died out in England since 1066.
Second rich passenger: Do you people really believe the earth is flat, like Professor Botchit said?
Ralph, a royal adviser: What a strange idea. Nearly everyone knows the earth is round like a ball. Your Professor would be surprised by other things too. 
Walter, a priest: We have universities. We are learning from books by Arab scholars about medicine, mathematics and other topics that have been translated from Arabic into Latin.
Gervase, a chronicler: It’s a great time for writing history. Historians like William of Malmesbury study documents and visit libraries in other monasteries.
Ralph, a royal adviser: Many educated men work in the King’s government. They keep detailed records of everything the king spends money on and what people owe him. 
Walter, a priest: Lots of new monasteries are being built. They’re usually in wild, out of the way places, where the monks can live very religious, simple lives.
Geoffrey, a lord: We must all serve God. That’s why I joined King Richard on the Crusade. 
Gervase, a chronicler: It was a great shock when the Christian army lost the battle of Hattin and Saladin’s army captured Jerusalem. There had been a Christian king of Jerusalem for 90 years. 
Third rich passenger: Did King Richard win back Jerusalem?
Geoffrey, a lord: We came close. We didn’t have enough men although soldiers came from all over Europe. But we’ll never stop trying to recapture Jerusalem.
Intelligent passenger 2: If religion is so important why was Archbishop Becket murdered?
Ralph, a royal adviser: It was a kind of accident. King Henry II lost his temper when he heard that Becket had disobeyed him. A group of knights thought they’d help the king by murdering Becket. The King was very angry when he heard what they’d done. 
Walter, a priest: The Archbishop died very bravely. Now thousands of pilgrims visit Canterbury every year to pray in the cathedral where the Archbishop was murdered.
Agnes, a villager: Lucky for some. Most of us don’t have time to go on long pilgrimages. We have to work extremely hard to grow our food. 
Richard, a villager: And the food that feeds the lords and knights - and the priests too.
Walter, a priest: But in return we pray for your soul so you will go to Heaven after you die. And you don’t work on Holy Days like Christmas and Easter or the many days when we celebrate our saints.
Geoffrey, a lord: And we knights defend you from invaders and criminals. It’s all very fair.
Agnes, a villager: It’s a pity you didn’t defend my grandparents during that civil war.
Kate, a history teacher: She means the war between Stephen and Matilda. After Henry I’s son drowned in the White Ship disaster Henry wanted his daughter Matilda to be queen.
Gervase, a chronicler: But her cousin Stephen grabbed the crown. His war against Matilda lasted many years. There was great destruction. Villagers felt that God and his angels had deserted them.
Ruth, a history teacher: But I read a book saying the civil war wasn’t as bad as the chroniclers said. There was a lot of violence in some places but little or no fighting but in other areas.
Matthew, a history teacher: I’ll remember all the new ideas and developments in this century – providing more evidence that the people were clever and inventive.
Ralph, a royal adviser: It’s still vital to have a decisive, intelligent king trusted by the lords. We need him to lead the army and take decisions. The king is chosen by God, after all.
Intelligent passenger 3: I wonder what they’ll do if there’s a really bad king?
 Prof Botchit: Time-belts, ladies and gentlemen. Next stop – the thirteenth century. While we’re travelling you can tell me about the murder of Archbishop Bucket.
Everyone: BECKET.
Act 4	The Thirteenth Century: A Century of Optimism?
Prof. Botchit: We’ve landed in the year 1299. Edward I is king. They call him Longshanks because he’s so tall. Another soldier and Crusader. Nothing seems to change.
First rich passenger: It’s noisy. They seem to be building something.
Lady Joan: It’s a cross, a memorial to Queen Eleanor. She died in the Midlands. King Edward ordered the building of a memorial where her body rested each night on the way back to London. 
Second rich passenger: He must have loved her very much.
Roger, a royal adviser: He did. They travelled together whenever they could. Eleanor went with the king on Crusade and some of his campaigns against the Welsh and Scots. 
Third rich passenger: I thought queens were just there to have babies and wear nice crowns.
Lady Joan: In theory women take second place to men but real life’s different. King Edward listened to Queen Eleanor’s advice. Lords leave their ladies in charge of their lands when they go away. Many ladies run things far more efficiently than the men.
Anne, a villager: Men depend on women. We work in the fields and with the animals as well as cooking, making beer, keeping our homes clean, looking after the children – and carrying water from the river or well. Water’s the heaviest thing I know.
First rich passenger: I didn’t think you cared about staying clean in the Middle Ages.
Edith, a villager: Nonsense. We sweep our homes out. We scour dishes to clean them. 
Ruth, a history teacher: Archaeologists find hollows in doorways where houses were swept so often. People read advice books on good manners and staying healthy.
Anne, a villager: Many of our babies and children still die young. It’s heart-breaking.
Edith, a villager: It’s frightening being pregnant. Three of my friends died as their babies were born.
Kate, a history teacher: Nobody knew what caused diseases but people tried hard to stay healthy. Doctors gave advice to the wealthy about what to eat, taking exercise and washing.
Intelligent passenger 1: This isn’t what I expected. I wonder what will surprise us next?
Roger, a royal adviser: When I was a boy I saw a polar bear swimming in the Thames on a long lead. And an elephant in the Tower of London. They were presents to the king from foreign kings.
Intelligent passenger 3: Are there any more amazing animals around?
Peter, a villager: There’s sheep. Our sheep are amazing because they make England rich. We have many thousands of sheep all over the country. We sell the wool overseas for making cloth. The king gets paid tax for every sack of wool sold.
Edmund, a priest: The monasteries are very rich from selling wool. All the money helps pay for cathedrals being re-built, including Westminster Abbey.
Kate, a history teacher: England was wealthy in the 1200s. New towns had been built and roads and bridges were being improved. There were 6 million people – three times as many as in 1066. 
Intelligent passenger 1: The king must be doing a good job.
Roger, a royal adviser: King Edward is but we had problems before his time. King John lost Normandy to the French, then demanded much higher taxes. 
Hugh, a lord: King John did not ask his lords for advice and they did not trust him. In the end they rebelled and forced him to agree to Magna Carta.
Edmund, a priest: Magna Carta was a set of rules about how the king should govern the country. They have to consult their lords, not make the decisions by themselves.
John, a chronicler: Later on, Henry III did not keep the rules in Magna Carta either. This time the lords forced King Henry to meet them three times a year so he had to ask their advice and keep to other rules. Those meetings are called parliaments – which means ‘talking places’.
Roger, a royal adviser: And now Edward I holds parliaments quite often - it’s a handy way of getting his lords, the knights and rich merchants from the towns to agree to pay taxes for his wars. 
Ness: That’s how he raised his money to conquer the whole of Wales and build castles to control us.
Margaret: He wants to rule the whole of Britain. He claims he has the right to decide who is the king of Scotland but we are fighting back. 
Dermot: Keep fighting. That will keep him too busy to attack us in Ireland
Intelligent passenger 2: A lot of people seem optimistic – part from King Edward’s enemies.
Matthew, a history teacher: They were very clever. All that thinking about how the king should rule the country. And they found ways to grow enough food for double the number of people. 
Intelligent passenger 3: What I’ll remember most is …
Prof Botchit: Time-belts, ladies and gentlemen. Next stop – the fourteenth century. 


Act 5	The Fourteenth Century: A Century of Horrors?

Prof. Botchit: Be careful, everybody. We’re in the 1390s. This is the worst century ever.
First rich passenger: What’s made this century so bad?
Gervase, a chronicler: It started with famine between 1315 and 1322. Endless rain and cold ruined the crops. Harvests were terrible. Farm animals died from disease. Many people starved to death.
Ralph, a royal adviser: Then came problems with King Edward II.  Like King John, he didn’t consult his lords for advice but just listened to his favourite advisers. And he had his opponents executed. 
Gervase, a chronicler: How do you deal with a bad king? In the 1200s lords tried to make John keep to Magna Carta and then forced Henry III to attend meetings. Those methods didn’t work.  
Geoffrey, a lord: Nobody can control a bad and dangerous king and stop him taking revenge on anyone who opposes him. That’s why the lords forced Edward II to give up being king. They didn’t trust him to keep his promises and treat them fairly.
Ralph, a royal adviser: But his son, Edward III, became the new king so there wasn’t a war over who would be the new king.
Geoffrey, a lord: Then God sent the great pestilence. It arrived in 1348 after sweeping across Asia and Europe. Millions died. Many people believed it was the end of the world.
Second rich passenger: What is this pestilence?
Kate, a history teacher: It’s the name they used for the plague. We usually call it the Black Death. Historians think about half the population died. The population fell to what it had been in 1066. 
Lady Joan: The pestilence breaks out again every few years. Every summer we worry, waiting to see if there will be another outbreak.
Third rich passenger: Are you doing anything to stop it spreading?
Lady Joan: We pray constantly. God sent this pestilence as punishment. Only He can end it.
Walter, a priest: And then came the Peasants’ Revolt in 1381. The rebels were savages, ransacking and burning London and they murdered the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Richard, a villager: That’s just your opinion. It wasn’t a revolt against the king, young Richard II. It was a protest about the terrible mistakes by the king’s advisers. We just wanted good government.
Agnes, a villager: Our leaders were well-organised. They were experienced men and women and respected in our villages. They were well-informed about the country’s problems.
Clement, a villager: We were paying high taxes for no benefit. Towns on the coast were being attacked by French soldiers and the lords did not defend us.
Richard, a villager: We wanted higher wages too. After the pestilence the lords didn’t have enough workers to farm the land so we expected to be paid higher wages. 
Clement, a villager: Instead the king made it illegal for us to be paid higher wages or move to another village for better wages. Is that fair?
Third rich passenger: It doesn’t sound as if there were any wars though.
Ralph, a royal adviser: There have been glorious wars. King Edward III was the true king of France and he won great victories against the Scots and the French. 
Margaret, a Scot: We’re still independent though – we thrashed the English at Bannockburn in 1314. 
Dermot, an Irishman: They have a foothold in Ireland but that’s all. We haven’t been conquered yet.
Ness from Wales: Lucky you. We keep fighting but we haven’t thrown the English out.
Matthew, a history teacher: The war against France had lasted over 60 years by 1400. If it was a football match England would have been 3-0 up under Edward III but after he died the French fought back. It was 3-3 by 1400 but the war wasn’t over.
Ruth, a history teacher: The book I was reading about Richard II said he wanted to end the French war. Many people thought it was wrong for Christians to fight each other. 
Walter, the priest: They’re right. These wars should end. King Edward should have led a Crusade to recapture Jerusalem instead of fighting the French. 
Gervase, a chronicler: Many knights have been on crusade to the east of Europe. I pray the crusading spirit stays strong.
Intelligent passenger 1: So many problems after the improvements in the last century. Has everything been so terrible?
Geoffrey, a lord: It depends who you are. I was born just after the great pestilence and I’ve been successful. I’m an important judge and advise nobles and bishops. I’m very wealthy now.
Clement, a villager: I bought land cheaply after its owners died in the pestilence. Now I can afford for my son to train as a lawyer. I hope he will become rich and buy more land.
Agnes, a villager: All the deaths mean that some women are doing jobs only men have done before, like working as blacksmiths 
Ralph, a royal adviser: There’s a lot to enjoy. Geoffrey Chaucer’s poems are very popular with the lords and ladies at court.
Richard, a villager: I like listening the tales of Robin Hood.
Lady Joan: I exchange books with my friends so we can all read them – exciting stories and books which make us think harder about our religion. 
Gervase, a chronicler: Some people want to read the Bible in English and worship God in their own homes. It’s important that we think carefully about how we worship God.
Matthew, a history teacher: These people are clever. They think for themselves. They don’t just do what they’re told by bishops and kings.
Intelligent passenger 2: What I’m going to remember most from this century is …
Professor Botchit: Time to go. We’re heading for the last part of our Time Journey
Act 6	The Fifteenth Century: A Century of Recovery?
Professor Botchit: It’s the 1490s. Take care. The Wars of the Daffodils may still be going on.
Kate, Ruth and Matthew, history teachers (loudly): The Wars of the Roses
First rich passenger: Never mind flowers. How is the war with France going? Did you win?
Roger, a royal adviser: We were very successful for a long time. The great Henry V and his archers crushed the French at the battle of Agincourt and then conquered northern France. 
John, a chronicler: We held onto our conquests for 30 years, even after Henry V died and Henry VI became king when he was only 9 months old. 
Hugh, a lord: But by the 1450s we lost nearly all our lands in France. 
Matthew, a history teacher: The French won the Hundred Years War 6-5.
John, a chronicler: We haven’t given up. Our kings invaded France in 1475 and in 1492. They made peace but one day we’ll win again.
Ness: But the English are still winning in Wales. We rebelled under our great leader, Owen Glyndwr and pushed the English back. But now they’re in charge again.
Margaret: They raid Scotland too but we still have our own kings. 
Dermot: Our Irish kings still rule their own lands too. The English have been too busy fighting the French and each other to invade Ireland completely.
Hugh, a lord: One result of the French wars is that people feel English, like a nation, because of fighting the French for so long. 
John, a chronicler: Our kings speak English and many government documents are written in English. That’s a big change.
Intelligent passenger 1: Are you still going on Crusades?
Edmund, a priest: A great crusade is still the dream of every king but they are too busy at home.
Lady Joan: Many people go on pilgrimage to Jerusalem and to other holy places overseas.
Ruth, a history teacher: I read Margery Kempe’s story of her life and pilgrimage to Jerusalem and Rome. It’s amazing that an ordinary woman could travel all that distance. 
Intelligent passenger 2: Is religion still very important to everyone?
Edmund, a priest: Yes. We do everything to make sure our souls go to Heaven.
Hugh, a lord: You can tell by looking around at all the new churches and cathedrals being built.
Kate, a history teacher: All that skilful carving by the stone masons and colourful stained glass windows are wonderful.
Second rich passenger: This seems to be a prosperous century.
Peter, a villager: Nearly everyone is free nowadays to work where they want and get higher wages. Many people can afford to improve their houses, buy more clothes, eat more meat. 
Anne, a villager: People in towns leave money in their wills to build public toilets, clean streets and put in water pipes to provide clean water.
Kate, a history teacher: Working people were better off at this time than in the next few centuries. 
Ruth, a history teacher: There were other changes too. Gunpowder was being used in weapons. Many people were learning to read. Perhaps 50% of people in London could read.
Matthew, a history teacher: Books were being printed in London for the first time. William Caxton brought the idea to London after he’d seen books being printed in Germany.
Intelligent passenger 3: If people are better off, why did the Wars of the Roses start?
Professor Botchit: Everybody knows that. All the lords wanted to be king. They kept starting wars so they could grab the crown. No-one was loyal to the king.
Roger, a royal adviser: That’s wrong. We were loyal to Henry VI even though he was a poor king. He wasn’t interested in leading our army and he was bad at taking decisions.
Edmund, a priest: There was a great protest in 1450 when we lost our lands in France but that was against the king’s advisers, not King Henry himself.
John, a chronicler: Henry was a poor king for over 20 years before civil war began. Even then most lords want him to stay king. That shows they were very loyal.
Hugh, a lord: It was a very difficult time. We all wanted peace but a handful of ambitious men pulled the rest of us into war.
Roger, a royal adviser: We had to make really difficult decisions. Did we put our families or our loyalty to the king first?
Lady Joan: Each time we thought the wars were over there was another battle, then years of peace, then another battle. We’re still not sure if rebellions have ended against the new king, Henry VII.
Kate, a history teacher: He’s the first Tudor king. He killed Richard III at the battle of Bosworth.
Hugh, a lord: That was another difficult choice. We didn’t know if Henry would be a good king but some people preferred him to Richard III.
Edmund, a priest: They were outraged that Richard took his young nephew’s crown. Lords had always been loyal to boy kings before but rumours spread that Richard had his nephews murdered.
Matthew, a history teacher: They obviously tried hard to avoid civil wars at home and wanted to be loyal to their king. They really did have difficult decisions to make.
Intelligent passenger 1: What I’m going to remember is …
Prof Botchit: Time to go! On the way home you can tell me who won the Wars of the Tulips.
Everybody: The Wars of the Roses.


Act 7    Home again!
Professor Botchit: I hope you enjoyed your visit to the Middle Ages. It’s a pity every century was much the same and all people did was fight each other.
First rich passenger: There were a lot more changes than I expected.
Second rich passenger: It looked very different by our last stop. All those towns and buildings changed how the landscape looked.
Third rich passenger:  Even the castles had become really comfortable.
Intelligent Passenger 1: And it wasn’t all wars.
Intelligent Passenger 2: Most people got on with farming and looking after their families.
Intelligent Passenger 3: They didn’t want civil wars at all. They tried hard to stop them.
Ruth: I tried to say this at the beginning but Professor Botchit interrupted me very rudely. I read an article by Professor Butler and she said that people are wrong to think the Middle Ages was far more violent than today. It was violent but the evidence does not say it was more violent.
Intelligent passenger 1: Just think of the world wars, the Holocaust and terrorism in the 20th century.
Kate: They seemed like us in lots of ways. I bet they liked jokes and sitting in the sun.
Intelligent Passenger 2: I think people like looking down on the Middle Ages. It makes them feel cleverer and superior.
Matthew: I think they were clever and inventive and very good at organising all kinds of things – things I wouldn’t know how to do.
Professor Botchit: We’re home, everybody! 5 – 4- 3 – 2 – 1 – we’re in the 21st century.
Intelligent passenger 3: I wonder what the rest of the world was like back then?
THE END
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