Clue A

Thomas More’s description of the deaths of the Princes
I shall tell you about the sad end of those boys, as I was told it by men who are likely to be telling the truth. Richard thought that he would not really be accepted as king as long as the boys were alive so he decided to get rid of them. He ordered the Constable of the Tower to give Sir James Tyrell the keys to the Tower for one night. Tyrell planned to murder the boys in their beds. He chose Miles Forrest, one of their servants, and John Dighton, who looked after his horses. All the other servants were ordered to leave. Then Forrest and Dighton entered the boys’ room and wrapped them up in the bedclothes, keeping the pillows down hard on their mouths so that they were smothered. Then Tyrell ordered that the boys be buried at the foot of some stairs, deep in the ground.

This is an extract from Thomas More’s History of Richard III written thirty years after these events. More was only 5 in 1483 but he did know people who had been important at the time, such as John Morton, an important royal official who became Archbishop of Canterbury and one of the closest advisers of Henry VII, the king who replaced Richard III. More himself became Henry VIII’s Chancellor but was executed for refusing to agree to Henry’s religious changes. He was later declared a saint by the Pope.
Clue B

The Princes’ bones?
In 1674 the bones of two children were found in the Tower of London. They were in a wooden chest about 10 feet underground. People assumed  they were the bones of the Princes. In 1933 scientists examined the bones but they could not prove whether the children were related or exactly how old they were. The bones do not give any clues about how the children died. The bones have not been examined since.

Clue C

Polydore Vergil’s description of the Princes’ deaths

Richard became king without the agreement of the people and against the law of god and man. His wicked conscience did so frighten him that he lived in constant fear. To end this fear he decided to kill his nephews because as long as they lived he would never be out of danger. He forced Sir James Tyrell to do the murder. Tyrell rode sorrowfully to London and murdered those babes. This end had King Edward and his brother but with what kind of death they were executed is not certainly known.

Vergil was a famous Italian historian who came to England in 1501. Henry VII (who beat Richard III at Bosworth) asked Vergil to write a history of England. For Richard’s reign, Vergil could talk to some people who had known Richard and been involved in the events of his reign. Most of them had fought against Richard.
Clue D
A confession

Sir James Tyrell was executed for treason against Henry VII in 1502. Two writers, Thomas More and Polydore Vergil later said that Tyrell (who had been one of Richard’s closest advisers) confessed to the murder of the boys before he died. However there is no other evidence of this.

Clue E

Richard’s career before 1483 when he became king.

Richard's motto was "Loyalty binds me". He was loyal to his brother, Edward IV (father of the princes), during a civil war in 1470-71 when their other brother turned against Edward. In 1482 Richard led the royal army successfully against the Scots. Richard was a very religious man and was popular with many people in the north where he spent much of the period 1471-1483.
However Richard also showed ruthless ambition in the north, winning power struggles with the leading nobles in the region. He even used threats against the elderly Countess of Oxford when he wanted her lands in East Anglia. He threatened her with being moved by force to Yorkshire where ‘the great journey and the great cold’ would kill her. 
Clue F
Richard’s reason why he became king

From an Act of Parliament in 1484 

The marriage of King Edward IV to Elizabeth Woodville was illegal because at the time of the marriage King Edward was already promised to Lady Eleanor Butler to whom he had made a pre-contract of marriage. Therefore the children of King Edward and Elizabeth are illegitimate and cannot inherit the crown.

This document said that Richard was the legal king because the princes were illegitimate. However there is no definite proof that Edward V and his brother were illegitimate. This story that Edward IV was already secretly married when he married Elizabeth had never been heard before 1483 so it could have been a good 'cover-story' for Richard. However Edward had lots of lovers so it could be true and nobody had dared to mention it when Edward was alive.

Clue G
An Italian visitor’s description of the disappearance of the Princes

Edward V's servants were prevented from seeing him. He and his brother were taken into the inner rooms of the Tower. Day by day they were seen less often behind the bars and windows until they were not seen at all. The King's doctor was the last servant to see him. He reported that the young king, like a victim ready to be sacrificed, believed that death was facing him. I have seen many men burst into tears when the young King was mentioned. Already people suspected that he had been murdered. How he has been murdered and whether he has been murdered at all I have not discovered. 

Dominic Mancini, an Italian priest, was in London in 1483. He did not speak much English but probably knew Edward V's doctor. Mancini left England in July 1483 and told his story many times to a bishop in France, who asked him to write the story down in the autumn of 1483.

Clue H
A different murderer?

The diary of a Londoner says that ‘In 1483 King Edward V and his brother were put to death in the Tower ‘be the vise’ of the Duke of Buckingham.’

Nobody is sure what ‘be the vise’ means. It could mean ‘on the advice of’ or ‘by the device [plan] of’. After Richard was crowned on 6th July he left London to travel round the country. Later in July Buckingham returned to London for a few days.

Clue I
Why did the rebels support Henry Tudor?

In summer 1483, not long after Richard was crowned, a rebellion began in the south of England. The rebels were people who had been loyal to Edward IV. Their first plan was to make young Edward V king by deposing Richard, releasing the princes from the Tower. However that plan did not last long. A rumour spread that the Princes had been murdered - which left the rebels without anyone to make king instead of Richard. So they chose a new leader, Henry Tudor. No-one knew very much about Henry who had been in exile for many years but he did have a distant claim to be king. This suggest they were very hostile to Richard because of the disappearance of the Princes.
Clue J
Loyalty to Richard

Many northerners stayed loyal to Richard despite the rumours about the deaths of the princes. When the leaders of the City of York heard that Richard had been killed at the battle of Bosworth they wrote in their records on 23 August 1485

"King Richard, who lawfully reigned over us, was defeated because of great treason by many men who turned against him. He was piteously murdered to the great heaviness [sadness] of this city."

Clue K
What did their mother do?

At first Elizabeth Woodville, mother of the princes, stayed in hiding at Westminster Abbey but a year after they had disappeared, she returned to Richard's court and allowed her eldest daughter to dance with Richard. 

Clue L
Disappearance

There is no evidence of anyone seeing the Princes alive after the summer of 1483. There is no evidence that they were still alive when Henry VII became king.

