[bookmark: intro]What tensions existed within the Yorkist dynasty in the early 1480s? 

This activity helps A Level students to understand the tensions within the Yorkist dynasty shortly before the death of Edward IV. In previous years I had moved on from the death of the Duke of Clarence to the death of Edward IV whilst teaching the Edexcel course. However, I found that the lack of knowledge about the tensions between the Woodvilles and others at court meant the events of 1483 didn’t make sense.  
Students get two versions of the diagram (slides 2 and 3). On the first, they use the information slide (slide 4) to show the relationships between the individuals by drawing lines between them e.g. Elizabeth Woodville and Edward IV (married). By the end there should be many connections, particularly with Elizabeth Woodville. Then on the second copy of the diagram, students use the same information slide to show the tensions between the individuals by drawing lines between them e.g. Lord Hastings and Earl Rivers = rivals to be Captain of Calais.  
Then students highlight Queen Elizabeth (Woodville) and all her blood relatives. Ask students to discuss what might happen in the case of Edward IV’s death. They should be able to see that with Edward dead, there was the possibility for Woodville and non-Woodville factions to form.  


Objectives
This activity helps A Level students to understand the tensions within the Yorkist dynasty shortly before the death of Edward IV.  
Students will learn about: 
• the key characters in the Yorkist dynasty in the early 1480s
• the relationships between them
• the tensions between some of them
• the potential for factions to form if Edward IV died


The Activity

1. Make sure students have two copies of diagram – slides 2 and 3.  Slide 1 can be used to check that students know who’s who and slide 5 provide a reminder of family relationships

2. Using the information slide 4 from the handout, students draw line between individuals on the diagram and write along the line the relationship between them e.g. Elizabeth Woodville and Edward IV (married). Share ideas. 

3. On the second copy of the diagram, students again use the information slide 4 to show the tensions between some of the individuals by drawing lines between them e.g. Lord Hastings and Earl Rivers = rivals to be Captain of Calais. Share ideas. 
4. Students then highlight Queen Elizabeth (Woodville) and all her blood relatives. 
5. Students discuss what might happen if Edward IV died. They should be able to see that with Edward dead, there was the possibility for Woodville and non-Woodville factions to form.  

This prepares students to study the events of 1483 with an understanding of the tension simmering below the surface that King Edward IV had been able to keep in check. 

