How did Richard III usurp the crown? 
[bookmark: intro]
This activity has been developed in recent years to help A Level classes understand the chronology of Richard III’s usurpation from April to July 1483. Before I developed this resource, I asked students to create a timeline of the usurpation but, with so many characters in the story, I found they struggled to keep track of who and where everyone was at each stage. To overcome these problems this resource can be used either to introduce the chronology, simplify the chronology as a recap or as a revision activity. The aim is for students to understand what happened to all the key characters. 

The first task recaps who everyone was by matching the individual with their description, then work out where they would have been and what their thinking may have been in April 1483 by reading the speech bubbles. This then needs to be checked, otherwise they will struggle with the rest of the chronology. 

Students then run through the events of the usurpation on the student handout which I print two-sided with 2 sheets on each side. After recapping the events of 30 April, show the slide of 4 May and get students to place each name in the correct location: in Richard’s custody, in the grave, in Westminster Abbey, in London or in the Tower of London. It is vital that this is checked before moving on. 

The rest of the recap is more straight-forward, with only a handful of characters having to be re-written in a new location each time and the rest re-written in the same location as before. You can either let students do this themselves or in pairs after completing 4 May, or you can go through one part of the chronology at a time and check student understanding via questioning or give them the correct answers before moving on. 

The end is a good opportunity to recap the reasons for Richard’s successful usurpation, but I always end with a reiteration that the princes, although declared illegitimate, were very much still alive at the time of Richard’s coronation. This is meant to avoid the common misconception that Richard murdered his nephews to enable him to usurp the crown. 

The shorter PowerPoint is the student handout, the longer PowerPoint for teachers contains answers to the tasks.

Objectives
This activity will help students understand the events of Richard’s usurpation from April to July of 1483. 
Students will learn about: 
• the chronology of Richard’s usurpation
• the key characters in the chronology and what happened to them
• how the obstacles to Richard’s kingship were gradually eliminated or neutralised 
• how shocking the events were at the time


The Activity

1. This task works best if students have already studied the events of Richard’s usurpation. However, it can be used to introduce the usurpation or as a revision task.   

2. Ensure students have a copy of the student handout (8 slides). Students match the person to the description. Check answers as this will inform the next task. 

3. Looking at the speech bubbles on slide 2, students decide which individual would say each. Reveal answers as it is imperative this is correct, or they will struggle going forward. 

4. Discuss the need for all the individuals to move to London for the coronation of young Edward V. Then go through the events of Northampton on 30 April. If students have already studied this, students can recap this for you. 

5. Then introduce the first picture slide (slide 3) and ask students to add the names, including the dead Edward IV, to the correct place on the diagram. This works best in pairs. This must be checked before moving on, otherwise it may cause the rest of the diagrams to be completed incorrectly also.

6. Repeat for the rest of the chronology. Either check it as you go or at the end.

7.  Finish by stressing the two princes were definitely still alive when Richard was crowned. Richard did not murder his nephews and then usurp the crown. 



At what moment in 1483 did Richard, Duke of Gloucester,                                                             decide to usurp the crown?
The Woodvilles would never accept Richard as king, so were removed. 

Richard planned to remove young Edward from Woodville control as he feared they planned to deny him the Protectorate. 
Richard now decided to usurp the crown, fearing Edward would destroy him when he took control as adult. A delayed coronation would buy time to achieve this. 

Richard acted on the advice of Lord Hastings who warned him that the Woodvilles were plotting to deny him the Protectorate or kill him.

The Duke of Buckingham encouraged Richard to destroy the Woodvilles (Buckingham wanted their lands/hated them/wanted more influence).

Richard spread the story of the princes being illegitimate to clear the way for him to usurp the crown. Bishop Stillington’s revelation was invented to justify. this. 

Richard was crowned King Richard III.
(The two princes were still alive)  
Richard needed both boys in his custody if he was going to seize the crown. This weakened the Woodvilles as they no longer control an alternative prince to rally support behind. 

Richard wanted to become Lord Protector. 

Buckingham encouraged Richard him to usurp the crown knowing he would be rewarded as his right-hand man. The story about Edward’s pre-contract was made up to justify the usurpation. 

Richard only accepted the crown reluctantly when Parliament offered it to him only for the good of the country.    

Richard immediately decided to usurp the crown. 
Earl Rivers and the Woodvilles had been plotting against Richard so were executed as they remained a threat.   

Richard executed Earl Rivers and the other Woodvilles in order to safeguard the country from possible war if they lived. 
Edward IV had been               pre-contracted before his marriage so his sons were illegitimate. This would make Richard the rightful king.  

Bishop Stillington’s story about Edward being pre-contracted before his marriage was true. This made the princes illegitimate and Richard the rightful king.
The Protectors powers were rightly his (no one protested) and the delay would allow time to plan and summon the Lords.   

Richard discovered that the Woodvilles and Lord Hastings were now plotting against him, so Hastings was killed to ensure stability in England.
Buckingham told Richard of a plot involving the Woodvilles and Hastings, so Richard reacted. Buckingham may have made the plot up to increase his influence with Richard.  

Richard had himself proclaimed as Protector and delayed the coronation for six weeks to buy time for him to usurp the crown.   

Lord Hastings was killed as he would never accept Richard’s usurpation and try to stop him. He may have been plotting against Richard with the Woodvilles. 

Buckingham encouraged Parliament to ask Richard to be king, so he would be rewarded as his right-hand man. Richard accepted when asked.   

Richard tasked Buckingham with persuading Parliament to ask Richard to be king and staged his acceptance to look reluctant.   

Richard now decided to take the crown. Having both boys in his custody would enable him to usurp the crown. 

Reuniting the princes would provide Prince Edward with company and allow them to prepare for the coronation.  

Richard now decided to usurp the crown so killed Hastings as he was committed to Prince Edward and would use his power to stop Richard. 

‘Saint’ Richard
Being declared Protector would give Richard the powers he needed to deal with the Woodvilles. Then Edward could be crowned.  

Richard now decided to seize the crown, so took control of Prince Edward and the Woodvilles.

Richard seized Earl Rivers and young Edward to make his usurpation easier.  

‘Evil’ Richard
King Edward IV died unexpectedly aged 40

	The facts

	
April 1483‘Saint’ Richard
Richard wanted to become Lord Protector (as King Edward wished) 

King Edward IV died unexpectedly. His heir Edward was 12 years old and based at Ludlow on the Welsh border.


	
30 Apr-May
Duke of Gloucester (Richard) met young Edward on his journey to London and arrested his Woodville relatives. Edward was placed in the Tower whilst his mother fled to sanctuary with her other son. 


	
Early May
The Royal Council appointed Richard Protector. Edward’s coronation was delayed by 7-weeks.  




	
13 June
Richard ordered Lord Hastings’ execution without a trial. 






	
16 June
Queen Elizabeth is persuaded to hand over her second son Richard. He joins his brother in the Tower.
 


	
25 June
Earl Rivers and other Woodvilles are executed in one of Richard’s castles. 



	
26 June
Edward and his siblings were declared bastards due to Edward IV’s pre-contract to another woman.
 



	
26 June
Parliament asked Richard to become
King as the princes were illegitimate. 


	
6 July
Richard was crowned King Richard III. 





