At what moment did Richard, Duke of Gloucester, decide to usurp the crown? 
[bookmark: intro]
This activity helps A level students to understand the complicated events that followed Edward IV’s death in April 1483, leading to Richard being crowned in July. The aim is for students to consider Richard’s possible motivations, as well as those of the people around him during those three confusing months. 

The shaded boxes down the left hand-side of the page states what we can be certain about- the facts. The flow chart starts with the death of Edward IV and ends with Richard being crowned. The left side of the flow chart interprets all of Richard’s actions as Shakespeare did as the evil and scheming uncle who had always coveted the crown. Whereas, the right side interprets his actions as the saintly and noble royal duke who only wanted what was best for England and reluctantly accepted the crown very late on for the good of the kingdom. The parts of the flow chart with a thick black box around it each represent possible moments when Richard may have decided to usurp the crown. 

I print a copy of the flow chart for students in the middle of a large piece of paper or on the left side of a piece of A3. This allows them to annotate each row of the chronology as we go through it. Firstly, I recap Richard’s reputation for loyalty prior to April 1483 and who the key players in the story were. Then I explain the task using the next slide and model the task using the first slide of details about Edward IV’s death and Richard’s immediate plans. Using this evidence, they then decide what they believe the evidence suggests and highlight that box on the first row of the flow chart e.g. Richard immediately planned to usurp the crown or he wanted to become Protector. 

The remaining rows of the flow chart have a slide(s) for students to read and to use some of this information to annotate the possibilities on this part of the chronology. 

Once students have finished, give them a chance to discuss what they think happened and then to highlight one of the options for each part of the story. Alternatively, students can do this as they go along and could identify the most important piece of evidence for their decision for each row. 
 
This will create an individual flow chart for each student about how Richard’s decision making led to the crown in 1483.


Objectives
This activity will help students understand the difficulties in understanding the motivation of Richard and those around him in 1483. Some of the evidence can be used more than once. 
Students will learn about: 
• the events that led to Richard’s usurpation
• the possible motivations and fears that may have driven Richard’s actions and those of others in 1483 
• how there are many unknowns which increases the number of possible outcomes
• how the evidence does not conclusively prove when Richard made the decision to usurp the crown
• the importance of basing theories on evidence



The Activity

1. Make sure that students have already studied the events of Richard’s usurpation. 

2. Using the PowerPoint, remind students of Richard’s excellent reputation before April 1483 and the relationships of the key players and the tensions that existed between some of them. 

3. Distribute flow charts and explain the task using slide 4. Students read the ‘fact’ from the first part of the chronology, then annotate the two possible decisions that Richard made once he heard of his brother’s death using the evidence form the PowerPoint. Model this for the first part of the chronology. 

4. Repeat for each part of the chronology. It works best if students work in pairs as they can discuss confusions and bounce theories off one another. They need to highlight the most important piece of evidence for each row of the flow chart. This can be done once all the evidence has been looked at.

5. Hold a class discussion about the topic. They could rank the black boxed options for when Richard decided to take the crown from 1-6 and/or decide what % of certainty would they assign to their opinion about when Richard made his decision? 

6. Finish or start next time with the series of statements about Richard’s usurpation. Students decide whether they are true, false or opinion. The most important misconception to address is that the princes were still alive when Richard usurped the crown. 


