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Members of the Wiltshire Commission of the Peace 1481 - 1485
Every county had a commission of the peace. The members, called justices, were chosen by the king. The list of members stayed the same until the king changed the list so, for example, the list of commissioners below issued on 5 December 1483 lasted throughout Richard III’s reign. They held courts four times a year to deal with crimes but were also more generally responsible for upholding the law in their county. The members were the most influential and powerful men in the county so being a member was a mark of high status.
X = member     Blank space = not a member
	
	10 February 1481
Last commission issued by Edward IV
	20 July 1483
Two weeks after Richard III’s coronation
	5 December 1483
After defeat of Buckingham’s rebellion


	William, Bishop of Winchester           
	X
	X
	X

	Richard, Bishop of Salisbury
	X
	
	

	Lionel, Bishop of Salisbury
	
	X
	

	Richard Chokke,
Royal Judge
	X
	
	

	John Catesby
Royal Judge
	X
	X
	X

	William Collowe
Royal Judge
	
	
	X

	William, earl of Arundell
	X
	X
	X

	Sir John Audley
	X
	X

	

	Sir Roger Tocotes

	X
	X
	

	John Cheyney

	X
	
	

	William Collingbourne

	X
	X
	

	John Whytokesmede

	X
	
	

	Henry Long

	X
	X
	X

	John Mompesson

	X
	X
	X

	Robert Baynard

	X
	X
	X

	John Benger

	X
	X
	

	John Stourton

	X
	X
	X

	Sir Richard Beauchamp

	X
	X
	

	Walter Hungerford

	X
	X
	

	Thomas Grey
Marquis of Dorset
	X
	
	

	John, Lord Zouche

	X
	X
	X


	Henry, Duke of Buckingham
	
	X
	

	John, Duke of Norfolk

	
	X
	X

	John Colowe

	
	X
	

	John Seymour

	
	X
	X

	Francis, Viscount Lovell

	
	
	X

	George Neville

	
	
	X

	Thomas Stafford

	
	
	X

	John Musgrave

	
	
	X

	Edward Redmayn

	
	
	X



The composition of a commission
Royal judges – provided expert legal knowledge. They worked for much of the year at the courts in Westminster but spent part of the year travelling round the counties. They were rarely changed for political reasons.
Church leaders – chiefly bishops and abbots who were major local landowners. They were included because of their status and influence but did not attend regularly. (John, abbot of Malmesbury is on the commission for July 1483 but I’ve omitted him as his appearance isn’t relevant.)
Nobles of national importance – men such as Buckingham, Norfolk and Richard III himself when he was Richard, Duke of Gloucester, were members of commissions throughout the country to add a sense of power and authority to the commission but they rarely appeared at meetings.
Local nobles, gentry and lawyers who held land in the county – they knew the area and the people well, they knew each other and were often also related. They were expected to provide the king with information about local events and attitudes.
Documents showing expenses claimed by commissioners suggest that only a minority of members attended meetings. The quorum for a commission consisted of two royal judges and two local men.

Information about the members of the Commission of the Peace for Wiltshire
These brief details will help you think about why individuals were included or excluded from the commission during Richard III’s reign. I have omitted a lot that could be said about them but is not relevant to this enquiry.

	William, Bishop of Winchester           
	William Waynflete was bishop from 1447 to 1486. He was about 85 in 1483.

	Richard, Bishop of Salisbury
	Died in 1481.

	Lionel, Bishop of Salisbury
	Lionel Woodville, uncle of Edward V and brother of Queen Elizabeth Woodville and Anthony, Earl Rivers who was executed by Richard.

	Richard Chokke,
Royal Judge
	As a royal judge he was not involved in politics.
Died July 1483

	John Catesby
Royal Judge
	As a royal judge he was not involved in politics.


	William Collowe
Royal Judge
	As a royal judge he was not involved in politics.


	William, earl of Arundell
	Major landowner on the south. Stayed on the commission under Edward IV, Richard III and Henry VII

	Sir John Audley

	A member of Edward IV’s council, attended Richard III’s coronation. His brother rook part in the rebellion against Richard. He was later appointed Treasurer of the Exchequer by Richard.

	Sir Roger Tocotes

	A landowner in Wiltshire who rebelled against Richard and then joined Henry Tudor in exile in Brittany.

	John Cheyney

	A senior member of Edward IV’s household and landowner in Wiltshire. He was involved in an attempt to free Edward V from the Tower in summer 1483, then rebelled against Richard and joined Henry Tudor in exile.

	William Collingbourne

	A member of Edward IV’s household and a landowner in Wiltshire. He rebelled against Richard and was executed in 1484.

	John Whytokesmede

	A landowner in Wiltshire, he died in 1482

	Henry Long

	A landowner and a lawyer in Wiltshire. He was Sheriff of Wiltshire in 1482-83. He was aged about 53 in 1483.

	John Mompesson

	A landowner in Wiltshire. He was Sheriff of Wiltshire in 1481-82. He was aged about 51 in 1483.

	Robert Baynard

	A landowner and lawyer in Wiltshire. He was aged about 43 in 1483.

	John Benger

	A landowner and lawyer in Wiltshire. He was over 70 in 1483.

	John Stourton

	A landowner in Wiltshire

	Sir Richard Beauchamp

	A landowner in Wiltshire, he was the step-son of Sir Roger Tocotes. He rebelled against Richard but was later pardoned by Richard.

	Walter Hungerford

	A member of Edward IV’s household and a landowner in Wiltshire. He rebelled against Richard and was imprisoned in the Tower of London but escaped to fight for Henry Tudor at Bosworth.

	Thomas Grey
Marquis of Dorset
	The son of Queen Elizabeth Woodville from her first marriage and so step-brother of Edward V

	John, Lord Zouche

	A landowner in several southern counties. A regular member of commissions of the peace in Wiltshire and other counties under Edward IV. His sister married William Catesby, one of Richard III’s closest advisers.

	Henry, Duke of Buckingham
	Strong supporter of Richard when he became king. He was on the commissions of most counties in July but rebelled later in 1483. 

	John, Duke of Norfolk

	Strong supporter of Richard when he became king. He was on the commissions of most counties in July. 

	John Colowe

	A landowner and lawyer in Dorset, the neighbouring county to Wiltshire

	John Seymour

	A landowner in Wiltshire

	Francis, Viscount Lovell

	Richest closest friend. A landowner in the south of England and added to the commissions of many counties

	George Neville

	A member of Richard III’s household from Yorkshire

	Thomas Stafford

	A member of Richard III’s household who held lands in Worcestershire

	John Musgrave

	A member of Richard III’s household who held lands in Westmoreland

	Edward Redmayn

	A member of Richard III’s household who held lands in Yorkshire and Westmoreland
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