ROBERT BAKEWELL
PROBLEM  -  how to get meatier, woollier animals for more food and cloth?

SOLUTION – My name is Robert Bakewell and I know the answer to this - selective breeding – select the best animals, mate them –and the result is better, meatier animals. People say my cattle are as fat as bears! 

The weight of many of my animals has more than doubled – that’s more meat, more wool, more milk – more profit! I’m the man responsible for all that good roast beef the British love so much.
CHARLES, VISCOUNT TOWNSHEND

PROBLEM – there’s not enough food to feed animals across the winter
SOLUTION – My name is Charles Townshend though people have started calling me ‘Turnip Townshend’. That’s because the answer to this problem is turnips! They are easily grown. There’s great goodness in them. Feed animals with turnips across the winter. People can eat them too (well, ordinary people – it’s not what I want my servants to serve my guests). 

JAMES HARGREAVES
PROBLEM  -  spinners and weavers in their homes couldn’t work fast enough. What’s needed is an invention that helps them produce more thread for cloth more quickly.

SOLUTION – I’m James Hargreaves. Try my Spinning Jenny, the best invention that ever came out of Oswaldtwistle – that’s near Blackburn if you’re not from Lancashire.

Jenny means engine, by the way.
My jenny allows weavers to spin more than one thread at a time. More cloth, more clothes, more profit.

RICHARD ARKWRIGHT
PROBLEM – people working at home making thread and cloth isn’t very efficient. How can we make more?
SOLUTION – My name is Richard Arkwright. Factories are the answer – like my grand new factory at Cromford in Derbyshire – there’s opportunities for men, women and children of all ages.

There’s More companionship than working at home – bonuses for the best workers (and fines if you’re late). Every September there’s a workers parade with buns and ale at my expense.
JOSIAH WEDGWOOD
PROBLEM  -  making enough plates, cups, saucers, teacups for the growing population
SOLUTION – My name’s Josiah Wedgwood. The answer is mass production. In my factory every worker specialises - in making cups or saucers or teapots or painting the finished product. This way everything matches – teapots pour accurately, lids fit properly. 

I oversee every stage of workmanship – I’ve been known to smash shoddy items with my wooden leg. Just drop into my showroom or ask for a catalogue.

JAMES BRINDLEY
PROBLEM  - how to get things round the country safely – china is very breakable, the roads are poor and carrying goods on horseback is risky and slow.
SOLUTION – I’m James Brindley and the answer is canals – waterways are the best and safest way to transport any goods. I had dinner with Mr. Wedgwood the other night and we agreed on that – canals are the future. A canal barge will carry 400 times the weight that a horse carries – how’s that for economical?

And we create employment - lots of men needed to do the digging – spades, shovels and musclepower – cheap and effective – like canals.

JAMES WATT
PROBLEM  -  Canal barges pulled by horses and navvies using muscle power – but we need something to create more power.
SOLUTION - A few years ago I, James Watt,  was asked to repair a steam engine. It was a fascinating task – I discovered how to make it work much more efficiently and with less fuel. Steam engines are much more powerful and they could be really important for the future but I don’t have the money or skills to build steam engines. It’s the science that interests me, not the money. 
MATTHEW BOULTON
PROBLEM - Watt was a great scientist but not an entrepreneur, not someone who would make the best of his invention…

SOLUTION – I’m Matthew Boulton, the man to help Mr. Watt – my engineers in Birmingham have the skills and I’ve got the money. I reckon this steam engine idea will make me a lot more – Boulton and Watt – I can see the name up in gas-lights. We can make patent the steam engines so anyone else who manufactures engines has to pay us to do so. Soon they’ll be powering all these factors springing up everywhere.
GEORGE STEPHENSON
PROBLEM  -  need for better, faster transport than canal barges
SOLUTION – trains, railways – that’s the future. Up in north-east we need more efficient ways of hauling coal and that’s where I, George Stephenson, have developed my ideas. First the Stockton-Darlington line - you should see the crowds who’ve turned out to watch my railway – next the Liverpool-Manchester line. I’ve got this grand engine, The Rocket, does nearly 30 mph.  Railways are the future!

ISAMBARD KINGDOM BRUNEL
PROBLEM - trains are good but we need a few other things to make them work – we need bridges, cuttings, tracks that match. We need an engineer to solve all these problems.

SOLUTION – I’m your man – ISAMBARD KINGDOM BRUNEL – the best engineer in the country and probably the world. You need it and I’ll build it – safely. I’ve built the Great Western Railway, the Clifton Bridge, The Thames Tunnel, Bristol docks and more bridges, tunnels and steamships built of iron. My ship, the SS Great Britain, will get you to America twice as fast as any other ship. 
THOMAS COOK
PROBLEM  -  Railways are a brilliant development– but what else can they be used for? Can they be used for anything other than industry and work?

SOLUTION – Thomas Cook at your service, the ‘Napoleon of excursions’. 

I started by organizing temperance outings, taking people to hear lectures on the evils of alcohol. Leicester to Loughborough, no alcohol allowed! Now I’ll take you to concerts, horse-racing, public executions and to the new Great Exhibition of 1851 – BUT NO ALCOHOL. Travel is a missionary enterprise against the demon drink.

CHARLES DICKENS
PROBLEM - with more schools developing there’s a growing audience out there for good stories. Can anyone provide a good story?

SOLUTION – I, Charles Dickens, have more good stories that anyone – I defy anyone to read A Tale of two Cities or Oliver Twist and not have a tear in their eye or feel uplifted by the human spirit. I travel the world to give readings and act out my greatest scenes – nobody writes a good story like me – and I bring social concerns to your fireside. 

MICHAEL FARADAY
PROBLEM - One PROBLEM not yet solved was that of light – candles were the major source of light 

SOLUTION – I, Michael Faraday, know that one day electricity will be the answer and provide light in all kinds of ways. I’ve undertaken many interesting experiments and worked out how to produce electricity and make an electrical generator – but I haven’t time to follow this up – too many other exciting experiments to try – and these new Christmas lectures to organize for the Royal Society. Remember – electricity – one day it will light up the world.  
LORD SHAFTESBURY
PROBLEM  -  one problem inflicted on the workforces by factory owners were very long working hours.

SOLUTION – new laws. I, Lord Shaftesbury, propose 
- to end the employment of children under the age of 9 in factories
- stop women and girls and boys under 10 working in mines
- cut the working day for women and under 18s to 10 hours.

This will be for the greater good of society and help educate these children. 
ELIZABETH NEWSOME, CHARTIST
PROBLEM  - ordinary people could not vote so governments were slow to make reforms to improve living and working conditions. 
SOLUTION – The answer is The Charter - six points to give every man the vote and a say in how this country is governed. We want ordinary men to have the chance to become MPs too and get paid for the job. At the moment only rich landowners can be MPs. If thousands of people sign the petition then Parliament will have to accept

the Charter. 

LOUIS PASTEUR
PROBLEM  -  there was still a great deal of sickness and lives were very short – nobody knew exactly what caused disease

SOLUTION – people say that disease is caused by bad air. Poof! Ridiculous. I, the great Louis Pasteur, have made the experiments amazing – I can tell you that disease is caused by bacteria and my experiments have convinced the greatest scientists in my country, La France. My next experiments will discover how to stop these bacteria spreading and then, voila, the end of diseases.
JOSEPH BAZALGETTE
PROBLEM - towns were full of sewage and filthy water which spread disease.
SOLUTION – these problems can be solved by good engineering. If you want anything doing properly and thoroughly you need an engineer, like me, Joseph Bazalgette. London and every other town needs a good sewerage system – no more Great Stinks – such schemes will do more to improve health than any other single discovery.
WG GRACE
PROBLEM  -  workers now had half-day holidays on Saturdays and often a week or a fortnight’s holiday. They could travel by train – but what would they go to see? 

SOLUTION – CRICKET! Come and watch me – WG Grace – beat the Aussies single-handed! Huge crowds come to see me – why, once I was clean bowled and the crowd was disappointed so I just picked up the bails, put them back and told the umpire to carry on. You must have seen me on the hoardings advertising Colman’s Mustard. That’s why I’m the best known face in England after our dear Queen Victoria.
FATTY FOULKES
PROBLEM – and what would they watch in winter?
SOLUTION – Football. We’ve started the Football League. You can see me keep goal for the Blades, Sheffield United and for England  - 6 foot 4 and 24 stones – no much will get past me – I fill the goal! 3 FA Cup Finals I’ve won – and a League Championship. I’m a great crowd-pleaser though referees sometimes object when I throw opponents into my goal to clear them out of the way. Up the Blades – (though I hear Chelsea want me – transfer fee of £50)
ELIZABETH GASKELL
Mr. Dickens isn’t the only story-teller – and as for social conscience no-one can read my novel North and South without understanding a great deal more about the sorrows and divisions of this country. And if you want real people look no further than my novel Cranford.

JULIA MARGARET CAMERON
I am Julia Margaret Cameron and I have my camera. I took up photography because my husband and son are off on our estates in Ceylon. So rather than pine away at home I started taking photographs. I’m the best portrait photographer you’ll find.
