Why did Guillaume want to conquer England?

	Guillaume, Duke of Normandy, conquered England in 1066. We know him now as William the Conqueror.  

	There are a number of different reasons why William wanted to conquer England. 

	I will explain each reason carefully, and then decide which reason was the most important.

	In conclusion, William certainly wanted to conquer England so he could become powerful and rich.

	However, he would not have risked war without the support of the Pope, even for the chance of fame and money.

	This was because war was a sin, and without the Pope’s support William would have been risking his soul simply for money. He would also have found it difficult to get support from his noblemen, for the same reason.

	Therefore, the main reason why William wanted to conquer England was because the Pope supported him.


	Firstly, William wanted to make sure that his Dukedom of Normandy would be safe in the future.

	Secondly, William wanted to become rich.

	Thirdly, William wanted to become powerful.

	Fourthly, William believed he had the right to the English throne.

	Finally, the Pope, Alexander II, supported William’s bid to conquer England.


	Harald Hardraada, King of Norway, wanted to conquer England. If Harald was successful, the Norwegian Empire would stretch from Scandinavia down to the English Channel. The Norwegians were ambitious and might decide to carry on expanding their Empire. Normandy, just across the English Channel, might be at risk of invasion.

	England had been controlled by the Romans between 55BC and 410AD. The Romans had established wealthy towns, good roads and silver mines. In addition, the Romans had made the Saxons (the English people) pay taxes.

	He was already quite an important Duke. However, he was controlled by the King of France.

	Finally, William believed he had the right to the English throne. When the King of England, Edward the Confessor, died the most important nobleman in England, Harold Godwineson, made himself King. Harold had rebelled against Edward in 1065. Edward has asked William to help him crush the rebellion. William did. As a reward, Edward made William his heir, instead of Harold.

	The Pope was God’s representative on earth.


	Therefore, if William conquered England, he would be able to ensure that Normandy was not at risk of invasion in the future.

	As a result, William thought he would also be able to make the Saxons pay taxes, which would make him a rich man. 

	Conquering England would mean that William would become a King, which was much more powerful.

	Therefore, William wanted to conquer England simply to take the crown he had been promised. 

	Therefore, if the Pope supported William, many people would also support him and help him to be successful, because they would think they were doing God’s will. Support from the Pope would also ensure that William didn’t go to hell for the sin of war.


Why did Guillaume want to conquer England?

Guillaume, Duke of Normandy, conquered England in 1066. We know him now as William the Conqueror.  There are a number of different reasons why William wanted to conquer England. I will explain each reason carefully, and then decide which reason was the most important. 

……………………, William wanted to make sure that his Dukedom of Normandy would be safe in the future. Harald Hardraada, King of Norway, wanted to conquer England. If Harald was successful, the Norwegian Empire would stretch from Scandinavia down to the English Channel. The Norwegians were ambitious and might decide to carry on expanding their Empire. Normandy, just across the English Channel, might be at risk of invasion. …………………………….., if William conquered England, he would be able to ensure that Normandy was not at risk of invasion in the future.

…………………………, William wanted to become rich. England had been controlled by the Romans between 55BC and 410AD. The Romans had established wealthy towns, good roads and silver mines. In addition, the Romans had made the Saxons (the English people) pay taxes. As a result, William thought he would also be able to make the Saxons pay taxes, which would make him a rich man. 

……………………………………, William wanted to become powerful. He was already quite an important Duke. However, he was controlled by the King of France. Conquering England ……………………………….. William would become a King, which was much more powerful.

………………………., William believed he had the right to the English throne. When the King of England, Edward the Confessor, died the most important nobleman in England, Harold Godwineson, made himself King. Harold had rebelled against Edward in 1065. Edward has asked William to help him crush the rebellion. William did. As a reward, Edward made William his heir, instead of Harold. …………………………, William wanted to conquer England simply to take the crown he had been promised. 

…………………………………. the Pope, Alexander II, supported William’s bid to conquer England. The Pope was God’s representative on earth. …………………………., if the Pope supported William, many people would also support him and help him to be successful, because they would think they were doing God’s will. Support from the Pope would also ensure that William didn’t go to hell for the sin of war.
In conclusion, William certainly wanted to conquer England so he could become powerful and rich. ……………………………., he would not have risked war without the support of the Pope, even for the chance of fame and money. This was because war was a sin, and without the Pope’s support William would have been risking his soul simply for money. He would ……………… have found it difficult to get support from his noblemen, for the same reason. Therefore, the main reason why William wanted to conquer England was because the Pope supported him.
	SEQUENCING
	ADDING SIMILAR IDEAS TOGETHER
	CAUSE AND EFFECT
	CONTRAST / COMPARISON

	FIRSTLY, SECONDLY ETC

THEN

NEXT

AFTERWARDS

LATER
	IN ADDITION

ALSO

AND


	THEREFORE

THIS MEANT THAT

AS A RESULT

BECAUSE

THIS LED TO
	HOWEVER

ON THE OTHER HAND

NEVERTJELESS

ALTHOUGH



	DESCRIPTION
	EXPLANATION
	ANALYSIS


WRITING ESSAYS

DECIDE WHETHER THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS ARE TRUE OR FALSE
There is no evidence in an introduction


TRUE   /  FALSE

There is no evidence in a conclusion



TRUE  /  FALSE

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS: 

1.  There are ………………………. parts in a paragraph.

2. You can check whether you are explaining by checking whether you have used ……………………………………………connectives.
READ THE ESSAY. YOU ARE LOOKING FOR EXAMPLES OF THE FOLLOWING FEATURES. PUT THE SYMBOL IN [ ]  WHERE YOU FIND THE EXAMPLE

1. An example of where two separate causes have been linked together [*]

2. An example of two contrasting points [Θ]
Writing Essays
This activity is designed to help Year 7 students write clear essays. (National Curriculum Skill 5).

This example is part of a wider study of the Norman Conquest but it can easily be adapted to any topic.
Instruction for Teachers

Photocopy the 4 Appendices onto different coloured paper. The assertion, evidence and explanation should ideally be on red, orange and green paper, to form a traffic light when the paragraph is completed. This isn’t imperative, just a useful mnemonic device. 

Cut up the essay into strips and put a complete multi-coloured version of each essay into an envelope.

Give each group an envelope.

Ask them to sort out the slips into different coloured piles.

Students to identify which is the pile that has the intro and conclusion in (has title so should be straightforward!). Leave aside for now.

Then tell students that they have to make 4 paragraphs with the remaining slips. They need one of each colour remaining to make a paragraph. 

Remind students if necessary that paragraphs should be about a single-topic.

Go around the groups and discuss order of paragraphs so that students understand the sequence of statement/evidence/explanation within a paragraph. 

Discuss order of paragraphs – students will probably subconsciously use the connectives in the statements – draw out significance with students in discussion.

When most groups have paragraphs sorted, stop class and de-brief on board to re-inforce organization. 

Depending on ability of students you might want to leave it there. Students can then either take one paragraph from the essay and stick it in their books, describing in their own words the difference between the different elements of a paragraph. 
Alternatively, you can provide a copy of the completed essay for annotation – students to fill in the connectives from the table provided.

You may also choose to have students sort the intro and conclusion. The level of discussion you have about this is up to you. Because this is year 7 essay work, you can differentiate the conclusion. Just give the last 2 slips to weaker students, so conclusion is explanatory rather than analytical
INTROD & CONCLUSION

