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The York coin hoards c.1066-1069:
Raw material for intriguing lesson introductions
Ambling through the glorious Yorkshire Museum earlier this year I noticed a case containing a scattering of coins spilling out of a broken pot. As I was just completing a GCSE book on the Norman Conquest I was intrigued to discover that the coins date from the late 1060s. Further enquiries to the Museum led to an email from the Curator of Numismatics, Andrew Woods, who provided details of three coin hoards found in York from this period:
Bishophill-I Hoard: Deposited c.1066. 300+ silver pennies of Edward the Confessor and the ceramic crucible they were found in.
Bishophill-II Hoard: 47 silver pennies of William the Conqueror, hidden in 1069. 
Jubbergate Hoard: 70 silver Coins of William the Conqueror, hidden in 1069. 
Dr Woods went onto say:
‘I would associate the latter two with the harrying of the north and the former with the activities of 1066. In each case, the actual numbers known are only those that survive rather than the total number found as each hoard was found in the 1800s when record-keeping was less precise.’
Possible classroom uses from KS2 to A level
The linked PowerPoint provides images of coins from these hoards. It begins with a series of cut-out pictures of the Bishophill-I hoard to add a sense of puzzle – ‘what is this in the picture?’
The coin hoards may best be used as lesson openers, using a picture or pictures to get students thinking. I can’t lay down an exact sequence of questions as you know your students and I don’t but the following ideas for questions may help:
What can you see in the picture/s? What do you think this might be [with cut-out pictures]?
Why might coins be buried in pots in the ground?
What kind of people might have buried them?
Then provide information about events around York 1066-1070 (see below) and ask students to work out which events each coin hoard might be linked to and why they might have been buried then.
What do these hoards suggest about people’s reactions to events and their feelings at the time?
After that, go into the details of events, hopefully with students curious to know more about the contexts for these discoveries. You might also ask students what other kinds of evidence might provide more evidence of the reasons for the burial of these coins.
If using these finds with students at KS2 and KS3 they could be introduced using the techniques described in this activity:
https://www.thinkinghistory.co.uk/ActivityBase/DiggingUpAMystery.html
If you do use this material do get in touch and pass on ideas for effective use so I can add them to the site.
Major events in Yorkshire 1066-1070
1066 	September - Battles of Fulford and Stamford Bridge
1068	Rebellion in the north by earls Edwin and Morcar ended by William’s campaign in the north. First castle built in York.
1069	Two major rebellions in the north; a Danish fleet raided the east coast
William led two campaigns to the north, during which York was ravaged by William’s army and another castle was built in the city.
1069-70 The Harrying of the North – widespread destruction by William’s army 
Acknowledgement
With thanks to Andrew Woods of the York Museum Trust. 
The Yorkshire Museum has excellent, visually appealing, displays and can be found in the grounds of St. Mary’s Abbey in the centre of York. St Mary’s was the richest abbey in the north in the later middle ages.
For more information
See David M Palliser, Medieval York 600-1540 (OUP, 2014) – on page 91 Professor Palliser refers to four coin hoards having been buried in York in this period, comprising a total of over 1000 coins, the result of York’s wealthier citizens fleeing the city to avoid robbery or death.
On-line links 
You will find images for classroom use on the linked PowerPoint but if you want to explore further Andrew Woods has curated a digital exhibition of a number of Yorkshire hoards c3000BC – AD 1643 https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/exhibit/yorkshire-hoards/QRq2DoZm
In addition to other images which can be googled there are illustrations of some of the coins from the York coin hoards at:
http://www.yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk/collections/
Individual URLs as follows:
Jubbergate hoard
http://www.yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk/collections/search/?search_text=jubbergate+hoard
Bishophill-I hoard
http://www.yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk/collections/search/1/?limit=16&search_text=bishophill%20I%20hoard&Gs%5Boperator%5D=%3E%3D&Gs%5Bvalue%5D&Ge%5Boperator%5D=%3C%3D&Ge%5Bvalue%5D&FN
Bishophill-II Hoard
http://www.yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk/collections/search/1/?limit=16&search_text=bishophill%20II%20hoard&Gs%5Boperator%5D=%3E%3D&Gs%5Bvalue%5D&Ge%5Boperator%5D=%3C%3D&Ge%5Bvalue%5D&FN
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